October 8, 2023
The Bridge Bible Fellowship
Pastor Paul S. Brown
1 John 4:7 — 5:1
“Social Test #3: Is THE Love of God in You?” Part 3

L Prologue [Introduction] — 1:1-4
II. Tests of Genuine Fellowship: Cycle (Spiral) #1 — 1:5 - 2:27 [Moral; Social; Doctrinal]
I1I. Tests of Genuine Fellowship: Cycle (Spiral) #2 — 2:28 - 4:6 [Moral; Social; Doctrinal]
IV.  Tests of Genuine Fellowship: Cycle (Spiral) #3 —4:7 - 5:21
A. The Social Test —4:7 — 5:1 — Is THE Love of God in You?
1. THE Love Manifested (4:7-11)
2. THE Love Evidenced (4:12-5:1) > Assurance
a. Abiding Love (12-16)

b. Perfected Love (17-21)
17 By this, [the] love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because
as He is, so also are we in this world.

18 There is no fear in [the] love; but [the] perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment,
and the one who fears is not perfected in [the] love.

19"We love, because He first loved us.
20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his
brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.

2! And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.

I Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the child
born of Him.

So What?



Discussion & Application

. Do you ever doubt that God loves you? What causes you to doubt His love? How can focusing on
THE love of God help you when those doubts come into your mind?

. In 1 John 5:16, he writes, “...the one who abides in THE love abides in God, and God abides in him.”
What does it mean to abide in THE love? How can you tell if a person is abiding exclusively in THE
love? Some people say they abide in God’s love on the cross (faith in the person and work of Jesus),
but they also trust in their good works. What are some other things people might abide in to be right
with God? How would you help someone understand that if they trust in anything other than Jesus
ALONE, they won’t have assurance that they have eternal life?

. In Eph. 3:17, the Apostle Paul says that we are rooted and grounded in love. What does that mean? He
prays that they will comprehend the breadth and length and height and depth of the love of Christ
(18). What is he saying about the love of Jesus? And he prays that they will know (experientially) the
love of Christ which surpasses knowledge. When did you come to be rooted and grounded in the love
of Jesus? Discuss different aspects of the love of Christ that make it so difficult for us to comprehend.
In what ways is it different than the way most people love?

. What do you do to deepen your understanding of God’s love for you? What practices have helped you
the most? What other passages of Scripture help you? How does corporate worship help?

. Why do people fear death? What is the day of judgment? What punishment is it that people are afraid
of on that day? Will true believers experience God’s judgment? If so, what kind will they experience
and what kind will they not experience? (See 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 20:11-15)

. Pastor Paul believes that one of the keys to interpreting 1 John is understanding how John uses “THE
love” (definite article). How does John define “THE love” in 1 John 4:9-10? [Note: verse 10 with the
definite article = “This is THE love...”] How does that definition of THE love help make sense of
verse 18: “There is no fear in [the] love; but [the] perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in [the] love.”

. How does focusing on THE love of God in the cross of Jesus Christ impact our:
e Humility

e Willingness to serve others

e Patience when wronged by others

e Compassion for sinful people

e Confidence when we die

. In 1 John 5:1-2, notice all three of the tests of eternal life: believe that Jesus is the Christ; love God

and fellow believers; lifestyle of obedience to His commands. Do you see evidence in your life that all
three of those are true as a pattern of life? Give God praise that THE love has been perfected in you!

. Are you blown away by God’s love for you? Does understanding the cross cause you to love Him
back? Is your life characterized by consistently loving others sacrificially?

10. Memorize 1 John 4:12-21.



