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Sdected Scriptures
“Perseverancef the Saints”(or “Eternal Seaurity of the Believer”)

Review:Perseverancef the Sants

Walter Elwell (TyndaleBible Dictionaly) saysin reference to the perseverancef the saints:“This
pergstert patienceis calledfor in prayer(Lk 18:1-8;Col 4:2); in well doing(Rom2:7; Gal 6:9); in
Christian teaching(Acts2:42; 2 Tm 3:14); in affliction (2 Thessl:4); in grace(Acts13:43; 2 Cor
6:1); in faith (Acts14:22; Col 1:23); in divinelove (Jn 15:9; Judel:21); in standingfirm (1 Cor
16:13; 2 Thes2:15); in abidingin Christ (Jn15:4-10;1 Jn 2:28); in runningwith patiene (Heb
6:12;12:1); in notfalling away (Heb 3:12; 4:1-10); andin beingzealougo confirmour call and
election(2 Pt 1:10).

YetSciipture neverimpliesthat perseerancedependntirely uponhumaneffort...” 1
[Seealsn John4:13-14;5:24;6:51;10:28;17:24;Rom. 8:28-30,37-39;1 Cor. 1:8; Phil. 1:6; 1
Thes.5:23-24;1 Pet.1:3-5; Jude24; Eph. 2:8-9;2 Tim. 2:24-26]

Walter Elwell goesonto say “The failure in perseveiance of Judas(Jn6:71), Demas(2 Tm4:10),
and Hymenaeu$2 Tim 2:17) mustbe keptin mind,aswell asthe dreadpossibility of neglectingso
greata salvation(Heb 2:3), being disqualified (1 Cor 9:27), falling while we think we stard (1 Cor
10:12), and committingapostasyHeb 6:1-8) For, as Jesussaid,‘He who endurego theend will be
saved’ (Mt 10:22; 24:13).Suchextraordinary emphasicannotbe acddental. Thepressuresof
pagansociety,the dangerof perseution,emotionalreactionafter a wonderfulinitial expeiience,
and theapparentimplication of “instant salvation,” madeit imperativefor Christiansto understand
that by their endurancehey would inherit etemal salvation(Lk 21:19; Rom5:3; Col 1:11)”
[Seealso Mt. 7:22-24& 1 John2:19for thosewho thoughttheyweregenuirely savedor appeaedto
be genuinelysavedfor atime but reallywerenot.]

NOTE: Thefollowing information is from a classsyllabuson Theology taughtby Dr. Henty
Hollomanof Talbot Theological Semnary. Usedby permission.

l. Definitions:
Definitions
Theeternd searity of the bdiever meanghatthroudh theinfinite andunfailing work of God
thebeliever'ssalvationis searedforever (Ps.37:28;Jn. 10:27-29).

Thedoctrine of the perseeranceof the saintsis a corollary of eternd security, althoughits emphass
is sanewhatdifferentasis evidentfrom thefollowing definition:

The peaseveaance of the sains meanstha throughtheinward working of God’s powereach
believerwill continuein savingfaith forever(Phil. 1:6;1 Jn.2:19; Lk. 22:31-32).

II. PrimaryEvidene:
Rom.8:28-30;11:29cf. Job 23:13;Is. 14:24—theunchangablepumposeof Godfor thebeliever.

Accordingto Rom.8:30, al whom God predestinatesgallsandjustifieswill beultimately
glorifiedwith no believes becominglostin the process.

A similar ideais expressé in Rom. 8:29whereit is taughtthatthosewho areforeknownare
alsoprecestinedto be conformedto theimageof Christ.

1Cor.1:8-9;1 Thess5:23-24;2 Thess 3:3; 2 Tim. 1:12;4:18— The Scripturesalso
emphasie God’'sfaithfulnessto His promise concerningeach believer.

If atruebelievercouldbecomelost, then Godwould be unfaithful, while Christ would have
failed to do His Fathe’ swill (Jn. 6:39).

Believers aregiven by the Fatherto Christ(Jn.6:37,39;17:6,9, 12), andit is unthinkable
thatbelieversshouldbelost.
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Rom. 8:30(“He ... glorified,” Greek,edoxa®n,aoristindicative) — God s purposdor the
believeris socertainto beacomplishedn thefuture thatit is spokenof asif it were
alreadypast.

Ps.37:28;Jn.10:27-29;1 Pet 1:3-5; Judel —theinfinite preservingpowe of God.

Rom.8:35,38-39 cf. Jn.13:1-theinfinite andundterablelove of God. In Rom.8:39, Paul
precludesanypossiblething from sepaatingthebeliever from thelove fond of Christ.

1Jn.2:1-2cf. Rev. 12:10-11-theunfailing advoca&y of Christ. Is there any sin of thebeliever
from which the blood of Chiist cannotcleansethe bdiever? Of coursenat!

Theeternalintercessiorof Christ.
Rom. 8:34;Heb.7:25— His priesthood.
Jn.17:11-12;11:42cf. Lk. 22:31-32— His prayers.

Jn.1:13;3:3,5, 7-8; Tit. 3:5;2 Cor.5:17—theirreversible characteof Divine regeneration.
Divine regeneration(the spiritual birth) can no morebereversedhanphysica birth.
JesuLhiist did notsay, “ You mustbebornagan, again,again...” (Jn.3:7).
Since“salvationis from theLord” (Jonah2:9), it shouldberememberedhat“everything that

Goddoeswill remainforever” (Eccl. 3:14).

1Cor.12:1243,27; Eph.5:30—the organicunity and indissolubilityof the bodyof Christ.
1 Cor.12:12-13-the bdiever is madea memberof thebodyof Christby baptismof the
Holy Spirit, andevidenceinfersthatthework of the Holy Spirit is permanent.
Therdore, it is unthinkabé that Chrig would ever seve a memberof His body (1 Cor. 12:27)
or thatabelievercouldbedisjoinedfrom thebodyof Christoncehe has beenjoined by
theHoly Spirit.

Thepermanentministry of theHoly Spirit in thelif e of the believer.

Jn.14:16-17CF. 1 Cor. 6:19— Christ’'spromise of theinternalandetenal dwelling of the
Spirit in believers.If thebeliever couldlosehis salvation then,of course there would be
the possibility of anunbeliever experiendng the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Eph.4:30cf. Eph.1:13;2 Cor. 1:22— Sealingof the believer by the Holy Spirit “unto theday
of redemption.” TheHoly Spirit is Himselftheseal. Inthesymbolismof Saiptureased
signifies: (1) A finishedtransation (Jer.32:9-10;Jn.;17:4;19:30);(2) Ownership(Jer.
32:11-12;2 Tim. 2:19);and (3) Searity (Est.8:8; Dan.6:17;Eph.4:30). This seal
cannotbe brokenbecaiseof the omnipotencef the Holy Spirit andbecaus Godcoud
not promisethe believer tha heis seded “unto thedayof redemption’if thatseal could
bebroken.

Eph.1:13-14;2 Cor.5:5—theearnesbf the Spirit is givento thebeliever
TheearnestinvolvesGod’s pledgeandassurancéo the believer tha He will complete

thetransaadon.
If salvationcouldbelost,then Godwould havefailed to completethetransactiorwhich
He promisedto thebeliever.

TheNatureof Eterna Life.

Jn.5:24;1Jn.5:13— Thebeliever's asurace of the presenpossessionof etend life
appearsnconguentwith theideatha this eterral, spirituallife givenfrom God lastsonly
until you loseit.

Jn.10:28,“...and | give etenal life to them,andtheywill neverperish...” -- Furthernore,
theideaof possessingternd life precludesbeinglost or perishing.

Heb.10:14—“For by oneoffering He hasperfectedor all time thosewho aresanctified.”- The
eternallyperfectstandingof the bdiever beforeGod. This affirmationreinforcestheidea



thatthe believerpossessean eternal salvation (Heb.5:9; 9:12)ratherthanthebeliever being
on probationwith his salvationconstatly beingin jeopady.

Jn.5:24;Rom.8:1, 33-34—theetand exemptionof the believerfrom condennation.

Jn.5:24— Also, thebeliever*has passedout of deah into life” which meanghatthis
exempion is eternalsincepemanengy is indicatedby the Greekperfed tense

1 Cor. 11:31-32- Oneof thereasonsvhy Goddisdplinesbelieversfor unmnfessedsinsis
becaus He haspromisedthat”we will notbecondemne@longwith theworld.” In 1
Cor.11:31-32,formsof the Greek verb krino (ekrinomethay. 31; krinomenoi, v. 32) are
usedtwice in regardto “tempord punishmentstivinely appliedto Chrigianswho do not
confestheir sins. The;earthly, temporarydisciplinewhich God exercisesipon
Christansis in contrastto the eternd punishmentescervedfor theworld andexpressed
in 1 Cor. 11:32bby theintensve from katakrino (“to condemn”). If a Christiancoud
becomdost,thenasaresulthewould alsoexperigce eternd condemnatioror wrath
whichwould in turn contradictGod’s promises.

Rom. 8:33-34— Also, for Godto bring condemnaon upononewho hastruly believedin
Christwould contradictjustification.

Such passayesas 1 Cor. 3:11-15reveal thatthe bdievers worksmaybe condemnedotha
he sufferslossof reward(1 Cor. 3:15acf. v. 14).

Howeve, the believer doesn’tlosehis sdvation (1 Cor. 3:15b) be@usethatis baseduponthe
work of Christandnotupontheworksof thebeliever(1 Cor.3:11).

Jn.6:44,65cf. Heb.11:6. SeealsoRom.12:3;1 Cor.12:9 andMKk. 9:24;Lk. 17:5;22:31-32—
Thefaith of the believer ultimately originatesfrom God. It would seemunlikely thatthe
believer'ssavingfaith would belost sinceit camefrom God.

lll. Objections.

It givesalicenseto sin. Theargumenis usuallyputlike this:"if you aresavedandcannotiose
your salvation,thenwhy nat live in sin?

Neithe thegrace of God (Rom.6:1-2) nor the securityof salvationgives the believe divine
permissonto sin(1Jn.1:9;2:1).

If apersonhastheideathateternalsecuritygiveshim justification for sinning,thenhe
probablyis not savedsincea savel pesonwill not makea practiceof sinning. Seel Jn.
3:9.

1 Cor.11:31-32andseeexanplesin Acts5:1-11;1 Cor.5:1-5;11:27-32 esp.v. 30; 1 Jn.
5:16-17—- Evenif apersonis agenuineChristianandtriesto live in sin becaisehe camot
lose his salvaton, thenGodwill disapline thesinning Christianevento the point of
deathto bring him bad into fellowship.

It destroyamotivationfor Christian living andservice.

In answe to this objection,it should be observedhatthe Bible appealso the Christianto
live for Christandto serveHim, notto gainor to keepsalvation but becausesdvation is
anassuedpossession.

It may bedifficult to concentateon Christian savice if we arecontinuallyworried about
whetheror notwe havesalvationor mightloseit.

CONCLUSION: Phil.2:1213
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DiscusionQuestions:

. Reviewyour notes in Hebrewsuntil this point. Why is anunderstanding of the“Perseverace of

the Saints”(or the“Eternd Security of the Believa™) critical to properinterprdation of the Book
of Hebrews? Whatpassayesare comingup in Hebravs that havecaused somepeopleto doubt
thisdoctrine?

. How doesperseveasne impad our senseof “assurancef salvaion”?

. Whatis thedifferencein emphasisin the definitions of “EternalSearity” and “Perseverane of

the Saints”givenin thenotes?

. In wha way(s) is our eternalsecurity connectd to the very nature(attributes) of God?

. ReadRomans6. In Romais1-5Paul desribes salvationasbeinganamazinggift of God’s

grace.In Romanss, how does heanswelthe objectionthatpeoplemight abusehatgrace
throughalifestyle of sin? In this chapterwhathas God providedfor usto live holy livesand
whatis our partin the process?

. ReadTitus 2:11-15. Wha doesGod’sgrace actually do for usin relationto living aholy life?

Doesit motivate or desnotivateus? How doesit do this?

. If apersonwasconstantlyafraid of losingtheir sdvation, whatmighttha do to themin the

following areas:
Pride
Fear/Anxiety
Legalisn
Re-deining sin
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