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“Perseveranceof theSaints”(or “Eternal Security of theBeliever”)

Review:Perseveranceof theSaints
Walter Elwell (TyndaleBible Dictionary) saysin reference to theperseveranceof thesaints:“This
persistent patienceis called for in prayer(Lk 18:1–8;Col 4:2); in well doing(Rom2:7; Gal 6:9); in
Christian teaching(Acts2:42; 2 Tm 3:14); in affliction (2 Thess1:4); in grace(Acts13:43; 2 Cor
6:1); in faith (Acts14:22; Col 1:23); in divinelove(Jn 15:9; Jude1:21); in standingfirm (1 Cor
16:13; 2 Thess2:15); in abidingin Christ (Jn 15:4–10;1 Jn 2:28); in runningwith patience (Heb
6:12; 12:1); in not falling away (Heb3:12; 4:1–10); andin beingzealousto confirmour call and
election(2 Pt 1:10).

YetScripture neverimpliesthat perseverancedependsentirelyuponhumaneffort…” 1

[Seealso John4:13-14;5:24;6:51;10:28;17:24;Rom.8:28-30,37-39;1 Cor.1:8; Phil. 1:6; 1
Thess.5:23-24;1 Pet.1:3-5;Jude24; Eph. 2:8-9;2 Tim. 2:24-26]

Walter Elwell goeson to say: “The failure in perseverance of Judas(Jn 6:71),Demas(2 Tm4:10),
and Hymenaeus(2 Tim 2:17)mustbekeptin mind,aswell asthedreadpossibility of neglectingso
greata salvation(Heb2:3), being disqualified (1 Cor 9:27), falling while wethink we stand (1 Cor
10:12), andcommittingapostasy(Heb 6:1–8). For, asJesussaid,‘He who enduresto theend will be
saved’ (Mt 10:22; 24:13).Suchextraordinary emphasiscannotbeaccidental. Thepressuresof
pagansociety,thedangerof persecution,emotionalreactionafter a wonderfulinitial experience,
and theapparentimplication of “instant salvation,” madeit imperativefor Christiansto understand
that by their endurancethey would inherit eternal salvation(Lk 21:19; Rom5:3; Col 1:11).”
[Seealso Mt. 7:22-24& 1 John2:19for thosewho thoughttheyweregenuinely savedor appearedto
begenuinelysavedfor a time but reallywerenot.]

NOTE: Thefollowing information is from a classsyllabuson Theologytaughtby Dr. Henry
Hollomanof TalbotTheologicalSeminary. Usedby permission.

I. Definitions:
A. Definitions
1. Theeternal security of thebeliever meansthatthrough theinfinite andunfailing work of God

thebeliever’ssalvationis securedforever (Ps.37:28;Jn. 10:27-29).

Thedoctrine of theperseveranceof thesaintsis a corollary of eternal security, althoughits emphasis
is somewhatdifferentasis evidentfrom thefollowing definition:

2. Theperseverance of thesaints meansthat throughtheinward working of God’s powereach
believerwill continuein savingfaith forever(Phil. 1:6; 1 Jn.2:19;Lk. 22:31-32).

II . PrimaryEvidence:
A. Rom.8:28-30;11:29cf. Job 23:13;Is. 14:24– theunchangeablepurposeof Godfor thebeliever.
1. Accordingto Rom.8:30, all whom God predestinates,callsandjustifieswill beultimately

glorifi edwith no believers becominglost in theprocess.
2. A similar idea is expressed in Rom.8:29whereit is taughtthatthosewho areforeknownare

alsopredestinedto beconformedto theimageof Christ.
3. 1 Cor.1:8-9;1 Thess.5:23-24;2 Thess. 3:3; 2 Tim. 1:12;4:18– TheScripturesalso

emphasize God’sfaithfulnessto His promise concerningeach believer.
4. If a truebelievercouldbecomelost, then Godwould beunfaithful, while Christ would have

failed to do His Father’s will (Jn. 6:39).
5. Believers aregiven by theFatherto Christ(Jn.6:37,39; 17:6,9, 12), andit is unthinkable

thatbelieversshouldbelost.



6. Rom.8:30(“He … glorified,” Greek,edoxasen,aoristindicative) – God’s purposefor the
believeris socertainto beaccomplishedin thefuture thatit is spokenof as if it were
alreadypast.

B. Ps.37:28;Jn.10:27-29;1 Pet. 1:3-5; Jude1 – theinfinite preservingpower of God.

C. Rom.8:35,38-39 cf. Jn.13:1– theinfinite andunalterablelove of God. In Rom.8:39,Paul
precludesanypossiblething from separatingthebeliever from thelove fond of Christ.

D. 1 Jn.2:1-2cf. Rev. 12:10-11– theunfailing advocacy of Christ. Is there any sin of thebeliever
from which thebloodof Christ cannotcleansethebeliever? Of coursenot!

E. Theeternalintercessionof Christ.
1. Rom.8:34;Heb.7:25– His priesthood.
2. Jn.17:11-12;11:42cf. Lk. 22:31-32– His prayers.

F. Jn.1:13;3:3,5, 7-8; Tit. 3:5; 2 Cor.5:17– theirreversiblecharacterof Divine regeneration.
1. Divine regeneration(thespiritual birth) can no morebereversedthanphysical birth.
2. JesusChrist did not say, “You mustbebornagain, again,again…” (Jn.3:7).
3. Since“salvationis from theLord” (Jonah2:9), it shouldberememberedthat“everything that

Goddoeswill remainforever” (Eccl. 3:14).

G. 1 Cor.12:12-13,27; Eph.5:30– theorganicunity and indissolubilityof thebodyof Christ.
1. 1 Cor.12:12-13– thebeliever is madea memberof thebodyof Christby baptismof the

Holy Spirit, andevidenceinfersthatthework of theHoly Spirit is permanent.
2. Therefore, it is unthinkable thatChrist would ever sever a memberof His body(1 Cor.12:27)

or thata believercouldbedisjoinedfrom thebodyof Christoncehehas beenjoined by
theHoly Spirit.

H. Thepermanentministryof theHoly Spirit in thelif e of thebeliever.
1. Jn.14:16-17CF.1 Cor. 6:19 – Christ’spromise of theinternalandeternal dwelling of the

Spirit in believers.If thebeliever couldlosehis salvation,then,of course,there would be
thepossibilityof anunbeliever experiencing thepermanent indwelling of theHoly Spirit.

2. Eph.4:30cf. Eph.1:13;2 Cor. 1:22– Sealingof thebeliever by theHoly Spirit “unto theday
of redemption.” TheHoly Spirit is Himself theseal. In thesymbolismof Scripturea seal
signifies:(1) A finishedtransaction (Jer.32:9-10;Jn.;17:4;19:30);(2) Ownership(Jer.
32:11-12;2 Tim. 2:19);and (3) Security (Est.8:8; Dan.6:17;Eph.4:30). This seal
cannotbe brokenbecauseof theomnipotenceof theHoly Spirit andbecause Godcould
not promisethebeliever that heis sealed “unto thedayof redemption”if thatsealcould
bebroken.

3. Eph.1:13-14;2 Cor.5:5 – theearnestof theSpirit is givento thebeliever.
a. TheearnestinvolvesGod’s pledgeandassuranceto thebeliever that He will complete

thetransaction.
b. If salvationcouldbelost, thenGodwould havefailed to completethetransactionwhich

He promisedto thebeliever.

I. TheNatureof Eternal Life.
1. Jn.5:24;1 Jn.5:13– Thebeliever’s assurance of thepresentpossessionof eternal life

appearsincongruentwith theideathat this eternal, spirituallife givenfrom God lastsonly
until you loseit.

2. Jn.10:28,“…and I give eternal life to them,andtheywill never perish…” -- Furthermore,
theideaof possessingeternal life precludesbeinglost or perishing.

J. Heb.10:14– “For by oneoffering He hasperfectedfor all time thosewho aresanctified.”– The
eternallyperfectstandingof thebeliever beforeGod. This affirmationreinforcestheidea



thatthebelieverpossessesan eternal salvation (Heb.5:9; 9:12)ratherthanthebeliever being
on probationwith his salvationconstantly beingin jeopardy.

K. Jn.5:24;Rom.8:1,33-34– theeternal exemptionof thebelieverfrom condemnation.
1. Jn.5:24– Also, thebeliever“has passedout of death into life” which meansthatthis

exemption is eternalsincepermanency is indicatedby theGreekperfect tense.
2. 1 Cor.11:31-32– Oneof thereasonswhy Goddisciplinesbelieversfor unconfessedsinsis

because He haspromisedthat“we will not becondemnedalong with theworld.” In 1
Cor.11:31-32,formsof theGreek verb krino (ekrinometha,v. 31; krinomenoi, v. 32) are
usedtwice in regardto “temporal punishments”divinely appliedto Christianswho do not
confess their sins. The;earthly, temporarydisciplinewhich God exercisesupon
Christiansis in contrast to theeternal punishmentresxervedfor theworld andexpressed
in 1 Cor. 11:32bby theintensive from katakrino (“to condemn”). If a Christiancould
becomelost,thenasa resulthewould alsoexperience eternal condemnationor wrath
which would in turn contradictGod’s promises.

3. Rom.8:33-34– Also, for Godto bring condemnation upononewho hastruly believedin
Christwould contradictjustification.

4. Such passagesas 1 Cor.3:11-15reveal thatthebeliever’s worksmaybecondemnedsothat
hesufferslossof reward(1 Cor.3:15acf. v. 14).

5. However, thebeliever doesn’tlosehis salvation (1 Cor.3:15b) becausethatis basedupon the
work of Christandnot upontheworksof thebeliever(1 Cor.3:11).

L. Jn.6:44,65 cf. Heb.11:6. SeealsoRom.12:3;1 Cor.12:9 andMk. 9:24;Lk. 17:5;22:31-32 –
Thefaith of thebeliever ultimately originatesfrom God. It would seemunlikely thatthe
believer’ssavingfaith would belost sinceit camefrom God.

III . Objections.

A. It givesa licenseto sin. Theargumentis usuallyput like this: “ if you aresavedandcannotlose
your salvation,thenwhy not live in sin?”

1. Neither thegrace of God(Rom.6:1-2)nor thesecurityof salvationgives thebeliever divine
permission to sin (1 Jn.1:9; 2:1).

2. If a personhastheidea thateternalsecuritygiveshim justification for sinning,thenhe
probablyis not savedsincea saved personwill not makea practiceof sinning. See1 Jn.
3:9.

3. 1 Cor.11:31-32andseeexamplesin Acts 5:1-11;1 Cor.5:1-5;11:27-32,esp.v. 30; 1 Jn.
5:16-17– Evenif a personis a genuineChristianandtriesto live in sin becausehe cannot
lose his salvation, thenGodwill discipline thesinning Christianevento thepoint of
deathto bring him back into fellowship.

B. It destroysmotivationfor Christian living andservice.

1. In answer to this objection,it should beobservedthattheBible appealsto theChristianto
live for Christandto serveHim, not to gainor to keepsalvation,but becausesalvation is
anassuredpossession.

2. It may bedifficult to concentrateon Christian service if we arecontinuallyworriedabout
whetheror not we havesalvationor might loseit.

CONCLUSION: Phil. 2:12-13



DiscussionQuestions:

1. Reviewyour notes in Hebrewsuntil this point. Why is anunderstanding of the“Perseverance of
theSaints”(or the“Eternal Security of theBeliever”) critical to properinterpretationof theBook
of Hebrews? Whatpassagesare comingup in Hebrews that havecausedsomepeopleto doubt
this doctrine?

2. How doesperseverance impact our senseof “assuranceof salvation”?

3. Whatis thedifferencein emphasisin thedefinitions of “EternalSecurity” and “Perseverance of
theSaints”givenin thenotes?

4. In what way(s) is our eternalsecurity connected to theverynature(attributes) of God?

5. ReadRomans6. In Romans1-5 Paul describes salvationasbeinganamazinggift of God’s
grace. In Romans6, how does heanswertheobjectionthatpeoplemight abusethatgrace
througha lifestyle of sin? In this chapter,whathas God providedfor usto live holy lives and
whatis our partin theprocess?

6. ReadTitus 2:11-15. What doesGod’sgrace actuallydo for usin relationto living a holy life?
Doesit motivateor de-motivateus? How doesit do this?

7. If a personwasconstantlyafraid of losingtheir salvation, whatmight that do to themin the
following areas:

a. Pride
b. Fear/Anxiety
c. Legalism
d. Re-defining sin



1Elwell, W. A., & Comfort, P.W. (2001).TyndaleBible Dictionary. Wheaton,Il l.: Tyndale HousePublishers.


