How Do We Receive God’s Son?
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Because of what Jesus Christ accomplished for us on the cross, the Bible states
“He that has the Son has life.” We can receive the Son, Jesus Christ, as our
Savior by personal faith, by trusting in the person of Christ and His death for
our sins.

John 1:12 - But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, {even} to those who believe in His name. John
3:16-18 - For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that
the world should be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not
Jjudged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

This means we must each come to God the same way: (1) as a sinner who
recognizes his sinfulness, (2) realizes no human works can result in salvation,
and (3) relies totally on Christ alone by faith alone for our salvation. If you
would like to turn from sin and put your trust in Jesus Christ alone as your
personal Lord and Savior, you may want to express your faith in Him by a
simple prayer acknowledging your sinfulness, accepting His forgiveness and
putting your faith in Christ for your salvation.

If you have just turned from sin and trusted in Christ, you need to learn about
your new life and how to live for the glory of God. Our church offers classes
that will answer your questions, help you grow in your relationship with Jesus,
and equip you to be used by the Lord to reach others with the good news of
Jesus Christ.

Please contact our church office if you have any questions.
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John 3:16
“What do you BELIEVE about Christmas?

1. Introduction: Believing Unbelievers (2:23-25)

2. The Interview with Nicodemus: The Need for Regeneration (3:1-15)
a. The First Cycle (3:1-3) - “Jesus answered... “Truly, truly... Unless
one is born again (from above), he cannot see the Kingdom of God”
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b. The Second Cycle (3:4-8) - Jesus answered... “Truly, truly... Unless
one is born of water and Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God”
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¢. The Third Cycle (3:9-15) - Jesus answered... “Truly, truly...” (11)

Like a Snake?!? (Numbers 21:4-9)

1) The snake on the pole is not preventative

2) The snakes in the camp are from the Lord

3) The means God chooses to rescue the people from his own curse is a
picture of the curse itself

4) All they have to do in order to be saved from God’s wrath is look at
his provision hanging on a pole

3. The Explanation: The Mission of the Son and Its Consequences (3:16-
21)
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God’s Plan of Salvation

1 John 5:11-12 - And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal
life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who
does not have the Son of God does not have the life.

This passage tells us that God has given us eternal life and this life is in His
Son, Jesus Christ. In other words, the way to possess eternal life is to possess
God’s Son. The question is, how can a person have the Son of God?

Man’s Problem = Separation From God

Isaiah 59:2 - But your iniquities have made a separation between you and
your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does
not hear.

Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

God demonstrated His love for us through the death of His Son. Why did
Christ have to die for us? Because Scripture declares all men to be sinful. To
“sin” means to miss the mark. The Bible declares “all have sinned and fall
short of the glory (the perfect holiness) of God” (Rom. 3:23). In other words,
our sin separates us from God who is perfect holiness (righteousness and
justice) and God must therefore judge sinful man.

Habakkuk 1:13a - Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You cannot
look on wickedness with favor.

Sinful Man W l_| Holy God

Sin
Death Separates
Eph. 2:1
Rom. 6:23

Eternal Life
Jn. 17:3

Isaiah 59:2
Rom. 3:23

The Futility of Our Works

Scripture also teaches that no amount of human goodness, human works,
human morality, or religious activity can gain acceptance with God or get
anyone into heaven. The moral man, the religious man, and the immoral and
non-religious are all in the same boat. They all fall short of God’s perfect
righteousness. After discussing the immoral man, the moral man, and the
religious man in Romans 1:18-3:8, the Apostle Paul declares that both Jews
and Greeks are under sin, that “there is none righteous, not even one” (Rom.

3:9-10). Added to this are the declarations of the following verses of Scripture:

Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace you have been saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no
one should boast.

Titus 3:5-7 - He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done
in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His
grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Romans 4:1-5 - What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather
according to the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was justified by works,
he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the
Scripture say? “And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him
as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as
a favor, but as what is due. But to the one who does not work, but believes
in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,

No amount of human goodness is as good as God. God is perfect
righteousness. Because of this, Habakkuk 1:13 tells us God cannot have
fellowship with anyone who does not have perfect righteousness. In order
to be accepted by God, we must be as good as God is. Before God, we all
stand naked, helpless, and hopeless in ourselves. No amount of good
living will get us to heaven or give us eternal life. What then is the
solution?

God’s Solution

God is not only perfect holiness (whose holy character we can never attain to
on our own or by our works of righteousness) but He is also perfect love and
full of grace and mercy. Because of His love and grace, He has not left us
without hope and a solution. Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

This is the good news of the Bible, the message of the gospel. It’s the message
of the gift of God’s own Son who became man (the God-man), lived a sinless
life, died on the cross for our sin, and was raised from the grave proving both
the fact He is God’s Son and the value of His death for us as our substitute.

Romans 1:4 - who was declared the Son of God with power by the
resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Romans 4:25 - He who was delivered up because of our
transgressions, and was raised because of our justification. 2 Corinthians
5:21 - He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him. 1 Peter 3:18 - For Christ
also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He
might bring us to God...



